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asking for assistance in running away did not hold his
(the Sheikh's) opinion. Indeed the poor fishermen of
Bahrein have a clearer view in the matter. It is not
hard for them to see that slavery is an iniquity.*11
If, as Dr. Harrison with irresistible logic asks,
slavery is such a laudable institution, how comes
it that Mohammedanism in Arabia recognises the
evils of slavery by making it an act of great religious
merit to purchase and then free a slave ? The
temptation to own slaves is very strong, not only in
Arabia, but elsewhere, and in what is perhaps one
of the best passages on slavery in his book, Dr*
Harrison shows that economically it is in reality
nothing but Dead Sea fruit.                          ^
" It is a great temptation, this opportunity to have
one's work done by slaves, and nothing eould seem to
offer greater profits. The slaves have no rights, They
can be punished if they show less diligence than their
owner thinks adequate, They receive no wages at all,
. only such food and clothing as their master sees fit to
give them. Arabs are not the only people that have
been deceived by this fallacy. We believed it ourselves
a hundred years ago. It has been, a disastrous policy
from every standpoint, Nothing eould exceed the in-
difference and laziness of the average slave under such
conditions. The money spent on food and clothing
for these slaves brings a smaller return in service rendered
than any wages paid in Arabia."2
The contrasts that exist in the treatment of slaves
are emphasised by all travellers in Arabia.   What
1 The Arab at Home, p. 258,                       2 Ibid., p. 89,    ]